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Commissioners Report
By: Anthony Arena; Commissioner of Officials

Another season is over and it it time to look at our successes and/or failures over the past
season. As is always the case in a sport that requires volunteer Qfﬁcials to run competitions
criticism always over shadows praise. As the Commissioner of Officials whose job it is to
evaluate officials it is not always an easy task. All things be as it may the ASU is Very fortunate
to have such a fine group of dedicated and knowledgeable Officials. Officials are only human
and as such some things may be missed. Things are never purposely done or over looked, and |
find it very insulting for some to insiuate that the ASU allows its' Officials to run amok. The
Officials at meets are very carefully selected for their positions. They must have knowledge and
experience before being assigned and are judged and evaluated by the Commissioner of Officials
and by their peers, as well as by skaters and coaches.

Another area of grave concern is the lack of new people, especially new parents and former
skaters from getting involved in officiating. So often I have heard from former skaters that no
way would I cohe back to help. Why does this attitude prevail? It is always nice to see former
skaters out on the ice as officials without which the ASU or any amateur sport could run
competitions.

Something needs to be done to encourage people to become officials. The sport of Speed



Skating is beginning to move into new frontiers and officials will be needed in these areas to run
local as well as National Competitions. Lets not always let the other guy do it. It is easy to
begin. Submit your name to your association secretary, who will then send the list to the
National Office. The National Office will then send these lists on to the Commissioner.

Tests will be sent and names will be sent to the Chief Officials for the various National meets

and you are on the way.
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OFFICIALS CLINICS

Only one clinic is held. This was at Glen Ellyn on October 25, 1996 prior to their meet.
Even though I had asked all of the Chief Officials who were going to work the meet to be at this
clinic to go over and discuss their areas of expertise only 2 interested people showed up to listen.
This was very disheartening not only to me, but to the presenters who took time out from their
Friday night activities to be at this clinic.

I know there are other groups who want and will need Officials Clinics this next year. I will
make every effort to accommodate these requests.




OFFICIALS TEST

One of my duties as Commissioner is to prepare and administer a written exam for Chief
Officials and also Assistant Officials and others who would like to help officiate.

The object of this test is not to fail people there by excluding them from the list of qualified
Officials, which we sorely need, but to get Officials to refresh in their own minds on the rules
and regulations that govern speedskating. After a summer of fun and frolicking in the sun it is
time to start thinking about skating again. No better way for our Officials to get ready to require
them to read the rule book and take a test. '

A new fill in the blank format was used this past year, and this will be continued. There is no
controversy over answers as there can be in a true/false test. All one had to do was find the
correct word or words from the rule book and insert them in the correct blank. The questions
were taken directly from the rule book with certain words or sentences left out. Easy enough.
No disputes over corTect answers.

One thing that was upsetting to me was the fact that some Officials didn't take the time or
make an effort to look up the correct answers. Some of the answers they put down were totally
stupid. 1 can't believe that so called intelligent people would do this, but they did. I am keeping
a record of these and when they request to be elevated to Chief status or to be assigned to work
meets these things will be considered. :

A total of 178 tests were sent out. This included 42 to Chief Officials. I am happy to report
that all 178 officials returned their tests and all passed. It was not necessary to give any retests
or extend the dead line. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL.

Another thing that is included with the test is an RSVP sheet for Chiefs and Assistants who
would be available to work the National and North American Meets. We have 42 Chief
Officials in the various categories, but it was very interesting to see that the same few Officials
checked to be at every meet. What is wrong with the rest of you. Perhaps those of you who have
no desire to officiate any more place your name on the emeritus list and the ASU will start to
looking for new Officials. Perhaps the Board of Control should look at removing some of the
Officials who no longer want to work at meets either as a Chief or as an Assistant.




NATIONAL LONG TRACK
Lake Placid, NY
January 25 and 26 1997

My only criticism is that this was held on Super Bowl Sunday and many of us had to miss the
super bowl parties and all the other "hoopla" after the "Packers whipped the Patriots".

To the matter at hand the competition seemed well organized and ran smoothly even in
adverse weather conditions. There were only 125 skaters, but these skaters put on a good show
with a lot of close exciting races.

Everything was run by the book. The officiating went well with very few DQ's, no skater
DQed for false starts. The starters all worked well with a good pause for the most part and good
control of the skaters at the start line with one exception. Medical personal were on hand and
fortunately were not called upon for any serious injuries. Clerking went well and all the heats
and semi finals seemed fairly set up.

Tom Miller did a good job as meet director and all the volunteers from NNY are to be
congratulated. The judges did well working under adverse weather conditions-both rain and
cold.

Finally kudos to our referees who were out there most of the time because of a lack there of.




AMATEUR SPEEDSKATING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES

NATTONAL AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
OOMPETITION REPORT

This report is to be completed by the Chief Referee and Meet Director and
mailed to the National Office. A copy will subsequently be sent to the Vice
President of Racing and the Commissioner of oOfficials.

DESCRIPTTON:

Name of Event ["?‘?7 Do\.\’\ >r\a.\ l\om kak m\uzi 5@“% Ur\cmo @m\h@

Sponsoring Association &( c¥aern \\\)P W \/Oﬁ(-

TLocation ﬁ?\&%eH AJ\Mpf_ O\)ul
Date ard Time Xar 2.5 - 20" Qo - 4.0C

Number of Participants - Male Female
Report Submitted by Thames M ice position Cors, p. i,
FACILITIES:

Condition of Ice aﬁ d +o 8%;@ ku«n‘}' &M S‘o we ahar C)\Cﬂé\ﬂ%
Maintenance durmg the Competition \“QSN gré\.(/»n% When  needed
Dressing Rooms il \2 m OVC. teaang \ Cé~(.(. \\“\‘L e

Medical Services, 2. E \Ts o 3 Sg‘br'\s Yreaners

Name of Headquarters Hotel 'lj_’\f)u'\c e ‘gohr\soﬂ Q\QSCSF “\/

Quality J;XL e\ e , —
Proximity to Event '[; m. & Rir.port_ A\mny  Fuclinamn

OFFICIATING:

Chief Referee \’DULO\!" e Q.\ \QA%/

assistants__ Ruln  {Nooey 7 Steve. Pel\s seyf

chief starter (Cluck. Mooy

assistants_Jed V.. hec Nike Q'\‘f‘xw*ri,j

Chief Clerk KL‘L\L \\\@u \Qer _

Assistants Bf_ 4&\; Qmjr& Anre Coel »/ we f)f ol
Chief Judge (r -\ DNQ«S 4 é ‘ ’

assistants_ [N\ Y_ {erpstem ’%h\r\&{ \36&&5




S

HOSTING:

Were the following a part of the competition? )
Hospitality forl&ches, pParents and Offigials Dur\% F(‘\ QQQ, \%%AJ\’@"P
Hospitality for Skaters_Durvata s 9 i Shreat1cin v
Banquet__\|¢S Cost?_/5.,%°C  Was thefe a medals awards program? ife"i
Welcoming meSsage from association president or ASU representative? e «ie,
Concession a? rink or association-provided snacks for skaters? brosdted wiser
dwser 5
1? Crtatic?r)\é\rtg and from the airport? NoC
Transportation from hotel to arena?__ o

PROTOCOL:

Opening Ceremony? {\mﬂawuam.ﬁ (”C 0\{:‘@\ C/u:z(} ¢ f\)ﬁ:{*\"mwi A"\'H\&"l
Closing Ceremony? D c A EMrUN;/

Medal/Medallion presentation? \jg$

Was there an official printed ptogram? /g5 ,

Were results distributed following the event? [t needad .

PROMOTION AND MARKETING: tt

Was a press conference held prior/during the competition? ne
Was an area available for the media?_\/¥&

Was an individual assigned to the medid?__\'2¢
Was there an official poster or other promotional item? D

BQUIPMENT:

Was electronic timing used? /v, *
Was photo finish equipment usbd? 10 z !

Were there adequate safety mats?_ \/¥¢5

Were ASU safety rules followed? ] ¥5 _

Were results posted quickly? \j¢< pu 775 H««/ Ly e .
Were results distributed quickly?
Were results computerized? II £s

SFEI?DAECEES:
O ced b
Was there an admission charge: })(J_Were there many spectators present? ﬂC““’)"";HL
Was the competition marketed effectively prior to the event? ©e
How was the quality of the announcing - did the spectators know what was
happening on the ice? \/¢¥%5
Were spectators provided with a schedule of event? No hgd e G ((eSS o 5?901«3“0'1

SPONSORSHIP:

Were sponsors visible and recognized through posters, announcements or
participation at official ceremonies? \YIPS

GENERAL: COMMENTS:

DISPUTED CALLS:

PLEASE INCIUDE DOCUMENTATION OF OONTROVERSIAL ISSUES.




AMATEUR SPEEDSKATING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES

NATIONAL AND NORTH AMERTICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
QCOMPETITION REPORT

This report is to be completed by the Chief Referee and Meet Director and
mailed to the National Office. A copy will subsequently be sent to the Vice
President of Racing and the Commissioner of Officials.

DESCRTPTTON:

Name of Event /V/'@T’/ONA‘L LonNG  ~TRRCK
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Location LAkE Pepci™D
Date and Time L RS Sy AL .
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: — - 2 —
Report Submitted by ,«" O,\/}/ /\; e, / Position (‘ /A REYDENT :
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condition of Ice So ST IV SAT C oD o Stha -G 1
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Dressing Rooms ﬁ‘/c'f ﬂDEdwﬂTé/
Medical Services__ ON S )=

./ ;
Name of Headquarters Hotel Z\/ DL A7D \/ QNI ST

Quality = OOD . o
Proximity to Event___ 0/< Air port_ A0 _KRPRT N LD

OFFICTATING:

Chief Referee ‘//10\/{’// “ '78/1@7\,

Assistants AT Mo TFEE MKL’/J? >4 J&L-'L il LA S

Chief Starterl ANl MIGRE

Assistants 7D /Al 0/ HER i “Den Hore ) Mok Richrid s

Chief Clerk /P KLA/B&/

Assistants  FBewst RmreR fon 1 Covecy

Chief Judge CHRc “Jlpged &

Assistants 4%72/27 Cecocr




Were the following a part of the ccmpetit;ign? (A
Hospitality for Coaches, Parents and Officlals Ulj\f

Hospitality for Skaters ] Lyoo
Banquet, (<3 Cost?_/S 00 Was there a medals awards program? &5
Welcoming message from association president or ASU representative? =)

Concession at rink or association-provided snacks for skaters?_(r/éf

Transportation to and from the airport? /o
Transportation from hotel to arena? o

PROTOCOL:

Opening Ceremony? Nore

Closing Ceremony? None _
‘Medal/Medallion presentation? SES

Was there an official printed program?__ 773
Were results distributed following the event?

PROMOTION AND MARKETING:

Was a press conference held prior/during the competition? VAl
Was an area available for the media? ALY

Was an individual assigned to the media? A4

Was there an official poster or other promotional item?_/A/¢

EQUIPMENT:

Was electronic timing used? V
Was photo finish equipment used? NMNo ¥
Were there adequate safety mats? &
Were ASU safety rules followed? (72
Were results posted quickly? Les
Were results distributed quickly? /No
Were results computerized? N/ o
SPECTATORS:

Was there an admission charge? Z\jo Were there many spectators Went?
Was the competition marketed effectively prior to the event? (o)
How was the cquality of the anmnouncing - did the spectators know what was

happening on the ice? Y5 — Linty, Feog
Were spectators provided with a schedule of eveht? Y
SPONSORSHTIP:

Were sponsors visible and recognized through posters, announcements or
participation at official cerewonies?

GENERAL, COMMENTS:

DISPUTED C'ALI_S O SHAMNBERS — 5}(/1,\ J /)/<4 ]é(_o (AN

’_D(Djo’{ KUA hOWAM,o _ AL 7?/)4772-?%
ol o é/f Ao go,‘ A5 dh‘?z Ag b2

PLEASE INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION OF CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES. . ,.
7 H DG



NATIONAL AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
QOMPETITION REPORT

This report is to be completed by the Chief Referee and Meet Director and
mailed to the National Office. A copy will subseguently be sent to the Vice
President of Racing and the Commissioner of Officials.

DESCRIPTION:

Nare of Bvent__ (997 Meatione | Long TraK (‘}\o\w\pl'o/\SK\b\i
Sponsoring Association /L/o rjg\e" h_/z/ g,u % & Qk/ / 7
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Maintenance during the Competition \fbwk/ »u.«"L *g 1R ’)‘Cmﬁ_, /
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Chief Referee /\(/ wane K i/ ey
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HOSTING:

Were the following a part of the competition? y L \ ‘
Hospitality for Coaches, Parents and Off1c1als TS & regpisl, "06

Hospitality for Skaters Yoo e regSt-Ihie~
Banquet Yes Cost?_# )5.62 _ Was thére a medals awards program? % aS
Welcoming message from association president or ASU representative? o</ - /om REeN

Concession at rink or association-provided snacks for skaters? _Yed,

Transportation to and from the airport? /{7]
Transportation from hotel to arena? VP

PROTOOQOL:

Opening Ceremony? 7 ¢S
Closing Ceremony? o
Medal/Medallion presentatlon” Ye<

Was there an official printed procram? Y5
Were results distributed foliowing the event? Yeo

PROMOTION AND MARKETING:

Was a press conference held prior/during the competition? /V SIS
Was an area available for the media? Yes

Was an individual assigned to the media? [0
Was there an official poster or other promotional item?_  Yes

EQUIPMENT:

Was electronic timing used? y e

Was photo finish equipment used? Qo

Were there adequate safety mats? Jes

Were ASU safety rules followed? Jes

Were results posted quickly? e

Were results distributed quickly? 22

Were results computerized? Ao - e wnt /ST

SPECTATORS:

/
Was there an admission charge?_ /¢ VO  were there many spectators present” 28 Lo
Was the competition marketed effoctlvely prior to the event? } e
How was the quality of the announcing - did the spectators know what was
happening on the ice? Ves = Mood  apweenc iz
Were spectators provided with a schedule of event?  fhey (were ava.lable

SPONSORSHIP:
Were sponsors visible and recognized through posters, uncements or |,
participation at official ceremonies? vec< - Tp"&&—z 4 C'V?( o QoA

GENERAL COMMENTS:

7/{ € C"'l,/c’l(,ﬂZ Loecs L/?z (o€ //

DISPUTED CALLS:

ﬂ//l.? /e

pLEASE INCLUDE DOCUMENIAL1UN OF CONTROVEKS1AL, 1SSUES.



To: Anthony Arena, ASU Commissioner of Officials

From: Kay Klaiber, Chief Clerk, National Long Track Championship
Lake Placid, New York January 25,26 1997

The Lake Placid Organizing Committee did a marvelous job in putting
the meet together. Tom Miller had everything for me upon my arrival;
ie, competitor names, numbers, rankings etc.

I was ably assisted by Ann Cooley in the heat box and Betsey Porter
who worked directly with me. There were no complaints regarding heat
makeup (at least none that got as far as me). I believe the weekend
went very smoothly.

I also wish to thank the Lake Placid Organizing Committee with pro-
viding me with a change of seasons every day of the three days I was
there.

It was a very enjoyable trip and I thank you for the opportunity to
do the job.




NORTH AMERICAN LONG TRACK
Calgary Alberta Canada
February 1 and 2 1997

The ASU referees report on the competition is included in this report. According to this there
were no major problems and everything seemed to be in good working order.

This was by far the largest National or North American meet of the season with 186
competitors entered. Although the breakdown of U.S. and Canadian skaters heavily favors the
Canadians-only 34 U.S. skaters it was still an excellent meet. What can we do to get more U.S.
skaters to these North Americans???



fzgpécﬂ,f Mee/ %{4/4{ /4//6 /é€J 5 Have Secn Hore forericams
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DESCRIPTION: .
Name of Event /{/ e Th 4 | e cCAY  Loné 7;&/‘?6'/é Miss St &/W/ér,(sa
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OFFICTATING:

Chief Reterea Loc h Losgnen =1
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NORTH AMERICAN LONG TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS
OLYMPIC OVAL, CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA
FEBRUARY 1-2, 1997

The Calgary Skating Club and CASSA put on a well organized meet. There was a lot
of club involvement in administering the meet. As a representative of ASU | received
special treatment. | was picked up at the airport and brought to the hotel. It was an
older hotel that has been very accommodating to the skating competitions.

There were 184 registered skaters, 19 of these skated in the Bantam class (which was
a demonstration class). Only thirty-five of the skaters were from the United States,
representing 10 states. This is a poor representation from the U. S. There were 147
skaters from Canada, and 2 skaters from Australia. The United States came away with
3 champions. Over 100 records were broken. Maybe these records should be North
American “rink” records, as they probably won't be broken again until the competition
returns to Calgary.

A meeting and hospitality for officals, skaters, and coaches was held Friday evening at
the registration in the hotel. Bags were given to the skaters, plus a sheet providing
information as to shuttle service, the bibs, opening ceremony and medal

presentations. This was all good for skaters to have at their finger tips. Ice was
available to the skaters Friday evening, and shuttie service was provided. Shuttle
service to and from the rink was available for the competition. All officials were given a
very nice vest. Sunday, local TV coverage was given, tapes were availabie to order.

The program provided was excellent, with greetings from dignitaries, listing all the
officials, skaters, and information about speed skating. The opening ceremony
included a flag ceremony by some of the club skaters that were not competing and
speeches from various dignitaries. The banquet Saturday evening was outstanding,
including the food and the Master of Ceremonies. It was well attended, and the
skaters from Canada show much support for their team members, US skaters also got
into it. The closing ceremonies brought out the red carpet.

The meet got off to a slow start, because of difficulty with the timing system, so it was
removed. Saturday we continued to run behind scheduie because of it, and aiso the
opening ceremonies took longer than expected. A resurface was eliminated to save
time and try to catch up. Sunday the meet stayed to the schedule. Paramedics were
inattendance both days.

CASSA'S Chief Referee was Jean Roch Lignon, | was ASU’s referee, and we used
two assisstant referees and 4 corner judges throughout the meet. The corner judges
repaired any ice problems. The ice was good except when we eliminated a resurface,
several of the coaches were concerned, because it needed some repairs. The DQ’s
were handled efficiently and skaters and coaches were informed immediately. In
Canada they do not allow drafting, so this was also watched for and called.

The only complaint was the delay in receiving any protocol’s .

Aespec e Uy s bt ted,




NATIONAL SHORT TRACK
West Point, NY
March 14-16, 1997

The Middle Atlantic Association Meet Director Bob Finkel and the rest to the volunteers are
to be congratulated for a fine meet. It is very difficult to host a National Meet when there is no
local club, but a fine job was done by all.

A total of 155 skaters were registered. The officiating went reasonably well although there
were some major problems with skaters being DQed and not informed/with false starts and
inconsistency of the starts. Skaters being over the pre-start, confusion with dots at the starting
line.

In the case of skaters falling at the start or shortly there after, the decision to recall
the race or not is strictly up to the starter because they are in a better position to hear if there
was any clicking of skates. ,

Several other problems had to be dealt with. One that the announcer was to far removed from
the action to be an asset. It was difficult to get to him, although the use of radios did help.
Difficulty for the starters to get to the 500 and 1500M starting areas.

Now the skaters. want additional lap counters-to-keep a tally of laps completed by.cach. .
competitor. It is.impassible.for ong lap counter to keep an accurate tally on each skater ina_
..Iace, especially the longer races. e T o

Adequate medical personnel were on hand for the entire meet and fortunately no serious
injuries occurred.

One incident did occur which could have been more serious. This involved a skater who was
kicked in the back of the hand. Their hand started to swell and was extremely painful. The meet
M.D. wanted the skater to go for x-rays as the hand could have been broken. Of course the
skater didn't want to miss the next race. A physician was summoned from the stands and said
the hand wasn't broke and x-rays were not necessary. F ortunately it was later proved the hand
was not broke, but what if it was and further injury resulted. Who makes the call in these cases.




NATIONAL AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
COMPETITION REPORT

This report is to be completed by the Chief Referee and Meet Director and
mailed to the National Office. A copy will subsequently be sent to the Vice
President of Racing and the Commissioner of Officials.
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Medical Services_ 1L yc> 1 % oA Ty te SNy Sacs Dyl onhC f:c”{-;
‘ .
Name of Headquarters Hotel T
Quallty T - ;;/_',V/‘,"“;" seo v “‘,‘“, Nty s Lo e T
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HOSTING:

Were the following a part of the competition? |

Hospitality for Coaches, Parents and Officials fe 3

Hospitality for Skaters _~ .

Banguet. =3 Cost?i? /°'0 Was there a medals awards program?_“/-s

Welcoming message from &soc1at10n president or ASU representative? )
Concession at rink or association-provided snacks for skaters?_ o<

Transportation to and from the airport? :}’% -
Transportation fram hotel to arena? | RS

PROTOQOL:

Opening Ceremony? v Yes

Closing Ceremony?__ ;

Medal/Medallion presentation?__.

Was there an official printed program?_<{ -
Were results distrilbuted following the event?

PROMOTION AND MARKETING:

Was a press conference held prior/during the competition? {
Was an area available for the media? __ Y-

Was an individual assigned to the media? ™~ - .
Was there an official poster or other promotional item?VYcs

EQUIPMENT:

Was electronic timing used? _ ~2°

Was photo finish equipment used? “» -
Were there adequate safety mats? -7
Were ASU safety rules followed? -
Were results posted quickly? holis
Were results distributed quickly? A
Were results computerized? Neo

SPECTATORS:

Was there an admission charge? /-~ /, Z ___Were there many spectators present?. \/“ :
Was the competition marketed effa.a.lve;y prior to the event? .
How was the quality of the announcing - did the spectators know what was
happening on the ice? 2@ r»- ' ¢radf _

Were spectators provided with a-schedule of event?

SPONSORSHIP:

Were sponsors visible and recognized t.hrough posters, announcements or
'part1c1patlon at official ceremonies? -

GENERAI, COMMENTS:
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DISPUTED CAILLS:

PLEASE INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION OF CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES.




AMATEUR SPEEDSKATING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES

WILLIAM F. ANDERSON, VICE PRESIDENT
12546 Lake Shore Drive  Grand Haven, Ml 49417  (616) 846-0269

March 31, 1997

Dr. Anthony Arena

3045 S. Beverly Dr.

New Berlin, WI 53146

RE: Chief Starter Report

Dear Tony,

g
3

The six starters at the Sl ; Saship fwere: Bill Anderson,
Fred Benjamin, Don Fling, Andy Gabel, Chuck Moore and Mike Richards.

All of the starters were highly experienced and contributed positively to the meet. I
believe all the starts were fair. Specific observations about the meet:

FACILITY ISSUES

The facility did inhibit the starters’ function. The 500 start side did not permit a good view
of the skaters when the forward-most start line was being used. During a Senior Men’s
500, I was advised that the skater in lane position #1 was in constant movement, which
neither I nor Chuck Moore, who was also at the start line, were able to see.

The apex position was also very constrained by having one two foot wide “window” only
at the tip of the apex. Fortunately, there was not a need during the entire meet to call back
a race from this position. :

Access to all starter locations was limiting, however, with excellent cooperation and
attention from all starters, there were no delays. For the 500 starts, I did schedule two
starters at the line. Due to the “ice access only” location of this start position,
communication and rotations were inhibited.

SPECIFIC CALLS

1. One skater was disqualified for movement. I did not observe the movement, however,
in discussing the call with Fred Benjamin, he indicated that the skater was warned after
the first false start, but did not heed the warning and Fred was forced to call the second
false start. This did not occur again.




2. A skater fell shortly after the start of a Men’s 500. I recalled the race believing contact
caused the fall. Another starter saw it differently and brought it to my attention.
(Comment appreciated.)

3. Although a skater fell at the start of the Ladies Relay final, Mike Richards did not call
the race back. I had an excellent view of the start and fall and concur with Mike’s call
or non-call.

4. One skater filed a protest citing an unfair start when he was pushed inside the block
before the apex. I was on the fall line for that race and did not recall the race (there was
no fall). Whether the skater was inside the block or not was not my call. This type of
situation may be worthy of a starter/referee discussion at the convention.

STARTERS’ PERFORMANCE

Overall

1-1.5 Second Judgment &

Consistent Duration* Awareness
Benjamin Y L Excl.
Fling Y L Excl.
Gabel Y M Excl.
Moore Y M Excl.
Richards Y M Excl.

*L = higher side of range.
M = middle of range.

As for my own performance, it was pointed out that on re-starts, I was too fast (concur).
Due to the number of starters, facility constraints on movement and “luck of the draw” on
rotations, some of us had more work than others. I feel quite good about the overall
fairness of the starts for the entire meet. As a group, I feel we definitely had control.
Regards,

W.F. Anderson



Chlef Clerk of :C_ourse Report

West Pomt New York o

The Mid Atlantic Speedskating Association should be commended for their
dedication and hard work in putting together a fine National Short Track
Championships. The Meet Organizers were helpful and responsive to the requests
and needs that myself and the Clerking staff had. In general, the layout of the rink
and the clerking area afforded us a very efficient position.

The biggest obstacle I had was the lack of a working efficient copier in the Clerk
area. I made it clear in coaversations preceding the meet that an efficient copier
was critical. Unfortunately, we were provided with an old slow manual copier
which had poor quality and jammed every three copies. This forced a lot of extra
leg work for the clerks as we had to use a copier which was far away on another
floor of the arena.

It was also difficult to get to and from the arena as there was no transportation '
provided for the officials. Those of us without cars had to beg rides and this limited
my ability to come and go as needed. This was also a problem in getting to the
airport.

MMy as Gerles.S0t0, who was assisted by Jokmddanailevioh,
{atg,g& WMM,These guys did an excellent job and no races

were delayed in the heat box.

. as Kep-Adtebeff, who also did an excellent job of getting the
skaters off the ice and to the starting line.

vas handled by.Pat Peaslee, who was thorough and efficient

: & ; psjvere Ann Cooley andLau:a.,E_ygﬁt They did a great job of
scormg the events and getting the information to the organizers for the medallion
presentations and medal distribution.

O’Hare Madellne Lease and Betsykm:ter» Linda O’Hare is a Chief Clerk in her
own nght and I gave her the toughest job of overseeing the men’s side of the races.
Madeline Lease worked with her and I think with a couple more Nationals she
would be an excellent candidate for elevation to Chief Clerk. Betsy Porter worked
with me on the Ladies side and I can assure you that Betsy is ready to be elevated to




Chief Clerk. I would recommend her name be considered at the Convention in St.
Louis.

All in all, I had an excellent team that worked together very well, and as a result no
races were delayed due to paperwork delays, we received no complaints regarding
the makeup of the races, and information such as race makeup was always available
well in advance.

I want to extend my thanks to the ASU for appointing me as Chief Clerk at these
Nationals. It was an honor and a privilege that I thoroughly enjoyed.

Brad Goskowicz




NORTH AMERICAN SHORT TRACK
Eagen, MN and Greater Minnesota skating
Association
March 28-30, 1997

First off a bad weekend to hold this meet, being Easter weekend which is a major time for all
Christians both in the U.S. and Canada. Only 138 registered skaters, very poor. But considering
the Easter weekend this was pretty good. ‘

The on ice officiating-referees, starters, judges, block chasers, clerks, everyone did a great
job.

Medical personnel, to the contrary were on hand all these days. Due to some constraints with
the Eagen Civic Arena first aid equipment and ambulance service was provided by the Fire
Department. Their services were required only once and they responded in less than 5 minutes
to access the 2 injured skaters and transport them to a local hospital for further treatment.

The banquet was far better than the last time Minnesota hosted the North American Outdoor.



NATIONAL AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
COMPETITION REPORT

This report is to be campleted by the Chief Referee and Meet Director and

mailed to the National Office. A copy will subsequently be sent to the Vice
President of Racing and the Commissioner of Officials.

DESCRIPTION:

Name of Event 1997 North American Short Track Speedskating Championships

Sponsoring Association Greater Minnesota Speedskating Association.

Location Eagen ClVl" Arena, Fagen Minnesota.
Date and Time i : : .
Number of Part1c1pants Male 87 Female: 51

Report Submitted by: Paul K. Mueller Position: Chief Referce.

FACILITIES: Ice surface 200x100 feet. First class facility.

Condition of Ice : The Ice temp. was just perfect. Also had the luxury to
resurface quite frequent. Ice held out very good.
Maintenance during the Competition :Had plenty help, to maintain the ice
» between and during the brakes.
Dressing Rooms_; Adeguate dressing facilitys.

Medical Services : On premises, Ambulance across the Street

Name of Headquarters Hotel : DAYS INN. 1901 Killebrew Dr. Bloomington, MN.

Quality : Not very good, the best I_would call it so so.
Proximity to Event: 15 minutes drive Air port: 5 Miles

OFFICIATING:

Chief Referee: Paul K. Mueller

Assistants :Robin Newton-Smith (Canada), Duane Riley, Bruce Bauer,
Joan Peterson.
Chief Starter: Jeff FitzRandolph

Assistants : Georq’e Paterson (Canada), Bill Anderson, Dan Fling,
Bob Selby
Chief Clerk: Elavne Riley

Assistants : Ted Zulczynski, Madeline Lease.

Chief Judge: Tom Porter.

Assistant : Tony Goskowicz

COMMENTS: See addition.




HOSTING:

were the following a part of the campetition?

Hospitality for Coaches, Parents and Officials : Yes

Hospitality for Skaters_ .1 _did not see any.

Banquet . Yes Oost?g [2.00 Was there a medals awards program?_Yeg
Welcoming message fram ociation president or ASU representative?_ Yes
Concession at rink or association-provided snacks for skaters?_ Not the first
Day, Later yes. I had to tell them to due it.

Transportation to and from the airport?_ Yes

Transportation from hotel to arena? Yes, First day very late.

PROTOCOL::

Opening Ceremony? : No

Closing Ceremony?_ ; NoO

Medal /Medallion presentation?_: Yes

Was there an official printed program?_:_Yes

Were results distributed following the event?_: Yes

PROMOTION AND MARKETING:

Was a press conference held prior/during the campetition?_ No

Was an area available for the media? No

Was an individual assigned to the media? No

Was there an official poster or other promotional 1tem°, I did not see one,-

BQUIPMENT:

Was electronic timing used? : Yes

Was photo finish equipment used? : Yes
Were there adequate safety mats? : Yes
Were ASU safety rules followed?_ : Yes

Were results posted quickly? :_Yes
Were results distributed quickly?_:Yes
Were results computerized? : Yes
SPECTATORS:

Was there an admission charge?No Were there many spectators present?NO
Was the campetition marketed effectively prior to the event?: I do not know
How was the quality of the announcing - did the spectators know what was
happening on the ice? ; Yes, very good

Were spectators provided with a schedule of event?_: Yes

SPONSORSHIP:

Were sponsors visible and recognized through posters, announcements or
participation at official ceremonies?_ 1 did not see anv.

GENERAL COMMENTS: see addition.

DISPUTED CALLS: Only one writen protest: about kicking out.
I think this is a very gray area.
The coach is wrong, this call was made by two assistend

referees and the chief referee.
PLEASE INCILUDE DOCUMENTATION OF COONTROVERSIAIL, ISSUES.




April 2, 1997

Sorry Tony, but I have an addition to the standard competition
report. I think it will help you to give a better report to the
Board. I will not be negative very often, but I think some areas
should be addressed.

The 1997 North American was one great meet. The skating was
excellent and a great number of North American records were broken.
One comes to mind, the 3000 meter mens final. It was skated hard
from the starting gun and the record was broken by a full 10
seconds. Wow!

Gene Casler was the Meet Director and I think, although I
don’t know for sure, that this was his first job. He does not know
how to delegate authority. He was never there when he was supposed
to be. For example, he drove the shuttle bus between the hotel and
the Ice Rink. At times he seemed to be a nervous wreck.

The on ice officiating, the starting, and the judging was very
good. It was crisp and without delays. Electronic timing had a
few glitches, but it did not slow us down because :

- : - startl) as The weakest link was Mr.
Anderson. He was very inconsistent and my observation was that he
allowed too much movement by the skaters.

Tom Porter, Tony Goskowicz and their crew were excellent.
Elayne Rlley and Madellne Lease were always on time. Ken Vraa was

-~ ‘ O ; « Here I would
like to nentlonugoc Savage, he kqpt the .competition.flowing. by,
getthg the skaters 1n and’out of the rink quickly.

What happened at the end of the competition is worth mention-
ing. Something happened to me that has never happened before, and
as you know, I have been Chief Referee many times. After the last
relay was run and the competition was over, I was summoned to the
coaches stand. All the coaches shook my hand and thanked me for a
well run North American Championships.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the A.S.U. for the
opportunity to serve.

Very truly yours,

e Do

Paul K. Mueller
Chief Referee




MADISON

SPEED SKATING CLUB

DATE: Sunday, April 6, 1997

TO: Tony Arena
ASU Commissioner of Officials

FROM: Jeff FitzRandolph
Chief St ) -
RE: Report to the Commissioner

I thought the Ncrth American Championzhips in Eagan this past
weelkend was 3 highly successful competition. From a starter's
standpoint, the starts were fair with no dicgualifications and very
few recalls. I've always maintained that 1f{ the starters aren't
noticed their doing a good joub and [ fe&lt that we kept a very low
profile at this competition.

The dots at the starting line were confusing to the Canadian
skaters for the first round of starts, resulting in some shifting
of skaters positions. All of the starters did a good job of moving
skaters on the start line to make for fair and equitable starts.
As racing continued through the weekend, the skaters adjusted to
the dots and they became very helpful in spacing the skaters at the
start.

All of the starters did an excellent job. It was a pleasure to be
able to work with George Patterson from Canada. He was a very
consistent starter and eager to learn from the experience. I look
torward to working with him again, hopefully in Canada in the near
future. Bill Anderson, Bob Selby and Dan Fling all gained valuable
international experience. The rink was very noisy all weekend and
the entire crew did a great job of projecting their start commands
over considerable background noise. Bill and- Bob have strong
voices, Dan had to yell at times tu be heard and I would recommend
that he try a microphone with amplifier in the future to insure
that he has the voice to continue starting for many years.




It was a pleasure to be able to work with such a qualified crew of
starters at this competition. I had the luxury of observing for
most of the weekend, starting only the 500. This gave the other
starters the opportunity to do more starts in a variety of
distances. The exposure gained at this competition will make each
of us better starters in the future and I recommend that Bill, Bob
and Dan receive "high marks" and £full credit for assisting. I
would like teo see us continue to develop starters of this gquality
towards Chief Starter <ctatus (Bob and Dan) and International
certification (Bill).

Recspectfully Submitted,

e éﬁigzzziiz?fy -
Chiet Starter

Wisconsin

cc: All Assistant Starters




AMATEUR SPEEDSKATING UNION OF THE UNITED STATES

M. Thomas Porter, President
236 Caroline Street ~ Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 (518) 584-5398

Dr . Anthony Arena, April 17,1997
Commissioner of Officials

Amateur Speedskating Union of The

United States

3045 S. Beverly Dr.

New Berlin, WI. 53146

Dear Tony,

I have no serious questlon regardlng
the flnal de0181ons Close races I relied on the video. I
did change the order of finish in some races after
reviewing the video. It also was not always possible to
have a Jjudge stationed at the video. When I needed to
review the race I checked the video replay.

Don Lease,.Shirvley Yates and Tony-Goskowicz were the
backbone of my team. Tony Goskowicz was my assistant
chief judge. Tony had no problem handling the duties of a
chief judge. When he obtains the required number of
assistant assignments, I recommend him for Chief Judge.

If it had not been a Holiday weekend, I’m sure we wWould
have had more volunteers.

Very Truly Yours,
=7

M. Thomas Porter
Chief Judge




April 21, 1997

Tony Arena

ASU

Commissioner of Officials
3045 Beverly Drive

New Berlin, WI

Dear Tony:

This is my official report for tHe 3
March 28-30, 1997.

2 held in Egan Minnesota,

» jad this meet was excellent. This was the first competition [ have worked, that no one .
comp amed about a heat makeup. My assistants were, Brian Westover, Leb Lotterhouse,
JoEllen Anderson, Ma adeling I.ease and Meda Carlson.

JoEllen and Madeline set up the semis from the results. Brian kept us current on all times for
posting and standing for the heats. Leb generated the heats from a data base he had set up in his
computer. Brian also created the standings at the end of the event for the protocol. Meda also
gave results to Leb to create the semis and finals.

I reviewed all heats, semis, and finals, there were very minor changes.

All of these people are capable of working a major competition. I enjoyed working with them.

Sincerely,

o £,

Elayne




NATIONAL MARATHON
Lake Placid, NY
February 8 and 9 1997

Since the Marathon is a National Meet sanctioned by the A.S.U. a very brief mention of it
will be made in this report. In the future the referee who is assigned to this meet by the ASU
should send a report to the appropriate people as should the Meet Director.

There is a report in the April, 1997 issue of the Racing Blade on this meet with results listed.
Thanks to John Manailovich for this.

Next year the Marathon is moving to the Pettit National Ice Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and the following year to Anchorage, Alaska.

All you Marathoners get ready for the move to Milwaukee on a covered 400M track and then
back to the frigid reality of Alaska.



